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Have the Best Hope for a Better Future This editorial originally appeared in the June 17, 2011 issue of The New Republic magazine. There is, it seems to me, one thing for certain about what the future holds for the world—without an obvious alternative plan—and that is the great conflagration of climate change. For some time, we’ve all been aware that we’re already through the window of opportunity. If
current trajectories are not altered, there will be a near-complete collapse of the planet’s natural systems by the middle of the century. The good news is that we are not powerless in the face of this imminent disaster. We might as well admit it: there’s no other solution available to the world’s poorest people that doesn’t kill them outright. My argument is simple: we don’t have a choice. Climate change is not a
problem for which we need a technological fix, or an engineering solution. I’m not asking for a different, better energy-consumption method; I’m asking for a different world. I’m calling for a different global mindset. It may be different to say that we don’t have a climate policy, rather than that there are no alternatives to current policies. But the problem with what the United States, Europe, and China are
doing on climate change today isn’t so much that we don’t have a climate policy. It’s that we have the wrong policy. As a general matter, I think our current climate-change policy has been a colossal failure, and the majority of people know this. The public interest in addressing climate change has been limited to those who had an interest in limited government and low taxes. The environmental-renewal
movement was the historic exception to this rule, but it barely blipped in the decade between the first Earth Day in 1970 and the second, in 1990 3e33713323
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